N OF THE  WESTERN EMPIRE.

a complication of evils.    The Lombards who had entered    c-^
along with that chief in A.D. 568 had settled in considerable ^V
numbers in the valley of the Po, and founded the duchies Io7'v
of Spoleto and Benevento. leaving the rest of the country
to be governed by the exarch of Ravenna as viceroy of.
the Eastern crown.    This subjection was, however, I:::le
better than nominal    Although  too few to occupy the
whole peninsula, the invaders were yet strong enough to
harass even* part of it by inroads which met with no re-
sistance from a population unused to arms, and without
the spirit to use them in self-defence.    More cruel and
repulsive, if we may believe the evidence of their enemies,
than any other of the Northern tribes, the Lombards were
certainly singular in their aversion to the clergy, never;
admitting them to the national councils.   Tormented by
their repeated  attacks, Rome sought help in vain from'
Byzantium, whose forces3 scarce able to repel from their j
walls the Avars and Saracens, could give no support to j
the  distant  exarch of Ravenna.    The  Popes were the, Tse,
Emperor's subjects;  they awaited his confirmation, like \
other bishops; they had more than once been the victims j
of his anger b.    But as the city became more accustomed !
in independence, and the Pope rose to a predominance, >
real if not yet legal, his tone grew bolder than that of the j
Eastern patriarchs.    In the controversies that had raged j
in the Church, he had had the wisdom or good fortune i
to espouse (though not always from the first) the orthodox I
side :  it was now by another quarrel of religion that his
deliverance from an unwelcome yoke was accomplished c. !
* Martin, as Sylverius earl:er.        ireat'se of Landulfas de Coluinna ,
c A   singular   account   of   the    XandoU'o   Colnn:ia\  De  iran$la.-> \
origin  of  the  separation   of   the    time Imperil Rvmani (circa 1320% j
Greeks and  Latins occurs in the    * The tyranny of Heraciius,' says he,